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OCPT is a West Virginia, citizen based, non-profit group dedicated to the protection and 

restoration of the Opequon watershed.  The watershed needs your help.  If we act now we 

can reduce the contamination entering the creek and preserve the Opequon for our enjoyment 

and that of future generations.  Your interest and participation in the OCPT can make all the 

difference!  Contact us or visit our website at www.opequoncreek.org to learn more about 

our projects and how you can help.  

Contact Us: 

P.O. Box 4248 

Martinsburg, WV 25402 

administrator@opequoncreek.org 

Newsletter 

Water Monitoring Program 

OCPT volunteers continue to take water samples each month 

in order to monitor the Opequon for fecal coliform.  Our 

monitoring program has been ongoing now for over a year.  

Plans are underway to expand our monitoring program in the 

Mill Creek watershed.  This is being done with the assistance 

of the Opequon Targeted Watershed Grant (OTW) which is 

administered by Jim Lawrence in Winchester.  The OTW is a 

joint effort involving WVU and Virginia Tech.  Data collected 

in the Opequon watershed in both states will be sent to an 

analyst at Virginia Tech who will collate the monitoring re-

sults and produce a report based on the lab results from the 

water samples. 

 

The only way we can identify pollutants and measure our pro-

gress in preventing them from entering our watershed is to 

take regular water samples for lab analysis.  We rely on our 

volunteers to take most of these samples.  If you are interested 

in volunteering to take the training and become a certified 

monitor please contact us at administra-

tor@opequoncreek.org.  This is a vital part of our efforts and 

we are in need of volunteers living in South Berkeley and 

along Mill Creek to step up to do this most important task . 

 

August Cleanup Of The Opequon 

On August 16 we had our annual cleanup of the Opequon 

Creek.  14 hardworking volunteers showed up to man the 

boats, walk the banks and get plenty wet and dirty.  Their ef-

forts were rewarded with a haul out of 23 tires, an assortment 

of large metal and plastic refuse, 3 old wringer washers (they 

must have been in the creek for quite some time!), a chair, a 

barrel, a stove and 10 bags of smaller trash.  A couple of 

weeks later, George and Sandra went further upstream and 

took out another 14 tires that were missed when we did that  

 

 

stretch over a year ago.  Low and clear water always seem 

to bring to light more tires.  Our thanks again to WVDEP 

for loan of the boats and haul away of the trash. 

 

 

 


