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Opequon Creek 

Project Team 

Spring-2009 

OCPT is a West Virginia, citizen based, non-profit group dedicated to the protection and 

restoration of the Opequon watershed.  The watershed needs your help.  If we act now we 

can reduce the contamination entering the creek and preserve the Opequon for our enjoyment 

and that of future generations.  Your interest and participation in the OCPT can make all the 

difference!  Contact us or visit our website at www.opequoncreek.org to learn more about 

our projects and how you can help.  

Contact Us: 

P.O. Box 4248 

Martinsburg, WV 25402 

administrator@opequoncreek.org 

Newsletter 

Team Members Break Ground on Mill Creek 

Rain Garden 

On Saturday, March 21,  the Opequon Creek Project Team 

(OCPT) broke ground on the Team’s latest project in the 

Mill Creek watershed.  This spring, OCPT will install a 

homeowner rain garden to demonstrate how inexpensive 

and easy it is to keep pollution from entering our rivers, 

creeks and streams.    Rain gardens are a way for home-

owners as well as businesses to participate in the reduction 

of polluted runoff, simply by planting a garden. Rain Gar-

dens capture water in an area that features native plants.  

The water has a chance to slowly filter into the ground 

rather than run off into the storm sewer. It is a popular way 

to reduce nonpoint source pollution and protect our water-

ways.   

Shanna Mueller, a Shepherd University senior majoring in 

photography and video production will be creating a DVD 

of the installation of this garden for distribution at OCPT 

events to spread the “rain garden” word.   

“Go Green” Display at I-81 Rest Stop  

On Saturday, March 28, OCPT, in partnership with WV 

Department of Environmental Protection set up a “go 

green” display with a stormwater focus.  Project Team 

members were on hand to discuss rain barrels and rain 

gardens with travelers who stopped by to see our display.  

There was a considerable amount of traffic and interest in 

the topic.   

OCPT members stand in the area of the new garden  

Upcoming Events* 

April 25—Buffer Planting 

May 1—Baltimore Street Rain Garden Spruce Up 

May 6—OCPT Monthly Meeting-Guest speaker 

Mandy Duvall, Env. Specialist, WV Department of Ag.  

May 16—Master Well Owners Workshop 

June 3—OCPT Monthly Meeting-Guest speaker Cur-

tis Keller, Gen. Mgr. Berkeley Cnty. PSSD 

*See website (www.opequoncreek.org) for more information 

Gary Sylvester discusses rain barrels with I-81 travelers 
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Road Signs 

OCPT has ordered and received 14 signs which will be 

posted along the roads in the Opequon watershed .  The 

Team met with the WV Department of Highways and se-

lected the best locations for the signs.  The intention of the 

signs is to increase public awareness of the Opequon wa-

tershed and to encourage good stewardship of the creek 

and its tributaries.   The signs may help drivers realize the 

extent to which the water of the Opequon Creek is sepa-

rated by miles of roadway and land from the watershed 

boundaries.  DOH will have all 14 signs installed before 

summer. 

Kierstyn Bivans, Musselman High School Senior, presents “Apples 

Get Wet.” a presentation regarding stormwater. 

 

Inwood Stormwater Problem 

Woolpert, Inc. and Musselman High School, two stake-

holders in the quest for a solution to periodic flooding in 

Inwood, were at the March OCPT meeting to make presenta-

tions and to answer questions.  Woolpert, a  national engi-

neering and design consulting firm, is currently working to 

develop a watershed plan that will provide the Sewer District 

with the ability to resolve flooding and related stormwater 

quality issues within the Inwood area.  Musselman High 

School student,   Kierstyn Bivans, gave a presentation enti-

tled “Apples Get Wet.”  Frank Rodgers, (Cacapon Valley 

Institute), and Deb Stevens, (Musselman High School Sci-

ence Teacher), have been assisting students conduct a water-

shed survey of the school grounds as part of a Creative 

Chemistry class project. Kierstyn reported on the efforts the 

students have made to determine water quality issues and 

discussed planned work events for 2009.  

Macroinvertebrates Come to the Meeting 

At the April 1 meeting, Brett Billings, a US Fish and Wild-

life videographer, fly fisherman, entomologist, and fly tier 

gave a power point presentation on aquatic entomology. 

Topics included organisms that live in streams, their habitat, 

and their value to the quality of the food chain and anglers. 

He invited members to join in fly-tie night at Martins Cafe, 

Foxcroft Avenue, 5:00pm on the second Wednesday of each 

month. Billings brought many preserved samples of macroin-

vertebrates for members to view. 

Project Team in the News 

Recent projects sponsored and conducted by OCPT have 

made the newspaper.  On January 11 the Martinsburg Journal 

reported on the goals of OCPT and general information re-

garding the group and its projects (http://www.journal-

news.net/page/content.detail/id/514343.html).  On March 22, 

the Journal detailed the ease and low cost of a rain garden 

OCPT is installing in Bunker Hill which will be used as a 

demonstration for home owners (http://www.journal- 

news.net/page/content.detail/id/517296.html).  The March 29 

Journal had a front page story on the “troubled water” of the 

Opequon.  This article discussed the declining water quality 

in the Opequon, OCPT’s monitoring program, and the efforts 

by PSSD and WVDEP to work toward a cleaner watershed 

(http://www.journal-news.net/page/content.detail/id/ 

517574.html).  OCPT was again on the front page with its 

cleanup of the creek on April 11 (http://www.journal-

news.net/page/content.detail/id/518190.html). 

Earth Day Festival = Rain Barrel Success  

Saturday, April 18 was one of the most beautiful weather 

days of the year thus far.  The Art Berkeley-sponsored Earth 

Day Festival was a great success for OCPT, both in spread-

ing the watershed word and in teaching the public the advan-

tages of rain barrels.  Gary and Diane Sylvester are responsi-
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Frank Rodgers described ran barrel advantages. 

 

 

 

YES! I want to help the Opequon Creek Project 

Team! Enclosed is my tax-deductible membership 

gift! 

 

 

Name__________________________________ 

 

 

Address_________________________________ 

 

City, State Zip___________________________ 

 

 

______________________________________ 

 

 

Email __________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to: 

Opequon Creek Project Team 

P.O. Box 4248 

Martinsburg, WV 25402 

 

 

  I would like my contribution to be dedicated to 

Mill Creek Projects.   

 

Thank you! 

Rain Doesn’t Deter Volunteers 

On April 11, 2009, 14 members braved the cold, wet weather 

and pitched in to clean up the Opequon near Van Metre 

Stone Bridge on Golf Course Road.  For three hours the vol-

unteers bagged an assortment of refuse and by the end of the 

day had collected 49 bags of bottles, cans and other miscella-

neous trash in addition to 10 tires, 6 deer carcass, and large 

items, including building materials and a mattress and box 

spring.   

According to the WV Department of Transportation, the State 

of West Virginia spends more than $1 million annually to re-

move litter from state highways.  Sadly, people continue to 

litter and OCPT has worked hard, along with other volunteer 

organizations in the area, to strive for a cleaner watershed.  

OCPT will be on the water in kayaks, canoes, and flat bottom 

boats this summer for another cleanup.  Check upcoming 

events on the website for more information.   

Wet and dirty volunteers next to a part of what was collected. 

ble for the OCPT rain barrel program and they organized 

two workshops for the festival.  Frank Rodgers led those 

two workshops and the information he shared regarding 

fresh water and the advantages of capturing rain water for 

future use in gardens inspired many participants to go 

home with a barrel.   

 

A rainfall of only 0.3 inches will fill four rain barrels at a 

typical home with a roof area of 1,200 sq. ft. and four 

downspouts with a barrel at each. 


